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Castles
in the Air

inspired by Renaissance
palaces s and beautiful

antiques, Kenny and (
Alphin make a home

BY STEFHANRIE STEWAKT
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L s extensive art
collection-add vibrant detail
=~ to the home's. design.
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ar palatial elements with a remarkable
degree of subtlety, if one has not yet seen
the interior. Designed with a quaint
alpine village aesthetic, the exterior
reminds one of the kind of Swiss- ar
Bavarian-style gentility one finds well
reinterpreted in places hike Vail. Ooce
inside, however, the whele castle motif
comes stunningly w life.

Immediately inside the front doaor is
a circular mosaic reminiscent of fine
ancient Roman villas, sporting the
Alphins family motto, “Love Everybody”
The immediately eye-catching piece was
commissioned from Leslie Roberts, a
Venice-trained artist. The circular mossic
centers on & phoenix taking {light from a
flame-red heart, its wings outstretched
1o encompass the Earth. Surrounding the
phoenix is Romanesque vinework,
hordered with the words joy, hape,
peace and love, “It serves as a reminder
every day to just love everybody” says
Christiev Alphin. “Because life is much
happier if you de.”

With a layout and basic design that
encouraged a Renaissance motif, the
cauple set out 1o decorate. Fortunately,
Kenny and Christievs tastes are similar,
and both tend to shop for pieces rather
than whaole room interiors. Christiev has
huilt a career for herself aver the vears as
a celebrity stylist (the couple met on the
set ol Kenny’ [nend Gretchen Wilsan's
video shoot, where Christiev was working),
and she brings her sivling aesthetic to
interiors as well, buving great individual
picces instinctively, knowing she’ll be
ahle to make them wark.

The couple are both inclined toward
rich textiles, from tapestry to velvet, with
a decidedly deep, warm Barogque color
palete. Inside, vou'll find the saturated
recls, deep blues, polds and browns worthy
of a painting by Vermeer or Rembrandr.
“We consider ourselves very Renaissance,
as we both have a love and passion far
the flavor of history,” says Christiev. She
especially loves the turmet room, with
warm Venetian plaster and velver curtains
in the entryway. The spacious kilchen,
with mixed textures, rewsed, vinlage
barn weod and a huge island, is alsc a
favorite spot.

Waried, albeit complememary, building
materials also were selected to add to the
texture and depth of the exterior. “When
Kenny made the recording studio and
worlishop additions, we made sure that
the texture of each building was dillerent,
because historically, additiens were built
out of different materials than the main
house,” she adds, reflecting on the fact
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Loved Near
and Far....

“Brand new to town, but felt immediate
"at home" on WMOT! Thanks!"

Greg in Murfreesboro

"l listen to your outstanding programming on-line
and whenever | am in Mashville.You are a unigus

and treasured gathering place for all jazz lovers™

Geoffrey, Fredericksburg, Va
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Kenny's spectacular in-home
pub, a creative idea partly
inspired by the Dave Frizzell
song “I'm Gonna Hire a Wino
to Decorate Our Home:"










